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§3434.6

changes at any time, if deemed appro-
priate and necessary.

(d) Any changes made in the CIP cod-
ing system by the U.S. Department of
Education may result in a review or re-
evaluation of the list of agriculture-re-
lated fields by the Secretary.

§3434.6 Certification.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph
(c) of this section, institutions that
meet the eligibility criteria set forth
in §3434.4 and offer agriculture-related
programs in accordance to the criteria
set forth in §3434.5 (see list in appendix
A to this part) shall be granted HSACU
certification by the Secretary.

(b) A complete list of institutions
with HSACU certification shall be pro-
vided in appendix B to this part and
posted on the NIFA Web site at http:/
www.nifa.usda.gov.

(c) Institutions with Hispanic stu-
dents receiving less than 15% of de-
grees awarded in agriculture-related
programs during the two most recent
completed academic years shall not be
granted HSACU certification by the
Secretary.

(d) The list of HSACU institutions
will be updated annually. However, the
Secretary reserves the right to make
changes at any time, when deemed ap-
propriate and necessary.

§3434.7 Duration of certification.

(a) Except as provided in paragraphs
(b) and (c) of this section, HSACU cer-
tification granted to an institution by
the Secretary under this part shall re-
main valid for a period of one year.

(b) Failure to maintain eligibility
status at any time during the HSACU
certification period shall result in an
immediate revocation of HSACU cer-
tification.

(c) Failure to remain in compliance
with reporting requirements or adher-
ence to any administrative or national
policy requirements listed in award
terms and conditions for any of the
HSACU programs may result in a sus-
pension or an immediate revocation of
HSACU certification.

§3434.8 Appeals.

(a) An institution not listed as a
HSACU in appendix B to this part may
submit an appeal to address denial of a
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certification made pursuant to this
part. Such appeals must be in writing
and received by the HSACU Appeals Of-
ficer, Policy and Oversight Division,
National Institute of Food and Agri-
culture, U.S. Department of Agri-
culture, 800 9th Street SW., Wash-
ington, DC 20024 within 30 days fol-
lowing an announcement of institu-
tions designated for certification. The
Appeals Officer will consider the record
of the decision in question, any further
written submissions by the institution,
and other available information and
shall provide the appellant a written
decision as promptly as circumstances
permit. Such appeals constitute an ad-
ministrative review of the decision ap-
pealed from and are not conducted as
an adjudicative proceeding.

(b) Appeals involving an agriculture-
related field of study must include the
CIP code and program title of the field
of study (or major).

(c) Appeals from non-HSI schools will
not be considered.

(d) The NIFA Assistant Director of
the Institute of Youth, Family, and
Community shall serve as the Appeals
Officer.

(e) In considering such appeals or ad-
ministrative reviews, the Appeals Offi-
cer shall take into account alleged er-
rors in professional judgment or al-
leged prejudicial procedural errors by
NIFA officials. The Appeals Officer’s
decision may:

(1) Reverse the appealed decision;

(2) Affirm the appealed decision;

(3) Where appropriate, withhold a de-
cision until additional materials are
provided. The Appeals Officer may base
his/her decision in whole or part on
matters or factors not discussed in the
decision appealed from.

(f) If the NIFA decision on the appeal
is adverse to the appellant or if an ap-
pellant’s request for review is rejected,
the appellant then has the option of
submitting a request to the NIFA Dep-
uty Director for Food and Community
Resources for further review.

(g) The request for further review
must be submitted to Policy and Over-
sight Division, National Institute of
Food and Agriculture, U.S. Department
of Agriculture, 800 9th Street SW.,
Washington, DC 20024 within 30 days
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